
Gender-Inequality 
in Saudi Arabia



Trivia 

1. What year did women get the right to drive in 
Saudi Arabia?

2. What is the literacy rate for men and women 
in Saudi Arabia?

2017

3.  True or False.  Men and women can pray in 
the same location.

Men - 97.1% and women- 91.7%

Both.  Previously, men and women were 
separated during prayer, but now some 
women are fighting to pray in the same places.

4. What year did women get the right to travel and 
have a passport?

5. Are women allowed to try on clothes while 
shopping?

2019

No



ACTION PLAN 

G Using a children’s book to bring awareness and help create gender equality in Saudi Arabia

A High school students from around the world;  book will be for 10-year-olds

T 1. Research the source of inequality 
2. Research what steps they are already taking
3. Create a storyline
4. Write a book that is informative and entertaining
5. Present it to others

A Each person in our group will have roles to contribute to the book and presentation 

R Online resources (google slides), research from different websites about gender inequality in 
Saudi Arabia 

M All of us complete our part in the storybook and present it to everyone 
A positive environment for all 



By Tess Barrett, Gabriela Gomez, Srimayi Mulukutla, 
Stella Pintar, and Zara Clubb

The Girl Who Could 



Women are forced to dress conservatively, live 
under male guardianship, and they do not have 
the same access to healthcare, libraries, and 
even education.

Aamina is only six years old.  She lives in Saudi 
Arabia where women do not have the same 
opportunities as men.  



One morning, Aamina’s mother rushed 
into their home and pulled Aamina 
into a hug.

“I can drive now!” her mother exclaimed.  
Confused, Aamina looked up at her, “I 
thought only father could drive?”



“That law only recently changed. Listen 
Aamina, you and I are women.  Our 
country is beautiful, but it does not treat 
us the same as men,” Aamina’s mother 
explained.

She continued, “We need to fight for our 
rights, but it is very hard to do.”
“That is not fair at all,” cried Aamina.



Aamina’s mom explained more 
about the issue of guardianship.

“I have to get permission from 
my husband to go outside, see 
friends, and now to drive,” the 
mom said.

“Will I need to do that too?” 
Aamina asked.

“Yes. Women have to be under 
men’s control, but you are still an 
amazing daughter, and women 
are still powerful.” 



Her mom sat her down and started 
explaining the inequality they faced.
 
“Do you see my niqab?” asked her 
mother, “Before 2017, it could only be 
black but we are now able to wear it 
in other light colors like grey and 
white.”

Aamina looked down at her white 
niqab and realized she had never 
considered that they weren’t able to 
wear other colors. 



“What else?” asked Aamina. 

Her mother went on to also talk 
about healthcare. 

She said, “Some hospitals say that 
the man has to give permission to 
get healthcare. This is dangerous if a 
woman’s guardian does not want her 
to get help.” 

“That’s so scary, Mom. What if I got 
hurt? That is so wrong,” Aamina said 
in disbelief. 



Her mother went on. 

“Aamina, I couldn’t enter freely into my 
marriage with your father. I needed his 
permission. Luckily, I fell in love with him, 
but that isn’t always the case.” Aamina’s 
eyes grew wide. 

Aamina thought to herself, How can 
women have so little control over 
marriage?



“Mom, I don’t understand why we 
are treated like this. I am a human 
too, I deserve to be treated like 
one.” Aamina said.

Her mother was heartbroken to 
see her daughter in pain. She said,  
“I know Aamina, I know, I wish 
there was something we could do, 
I really wish it.”



Aamina couldn’t get this out of her mind. All 
she could think about was how much harder 
her life was going to be just because she 
was a woman. 

After Aamina went home, she knew there 
had to be something she could do. Some 
sort of hope for a better future. She did find 
something. Something that brought her 
hope. A movement.

#IAmMyOwnGuardian

It was a movement that women were 
fighting towards to abolish the guardianship 
system that created so many of these 
problems..



The more she looked, the more she found 
this movement surrounding her. Plastered on 
walls on the street, online, everywhere, there 
there was signs of women fighting for what 
they believed in; equality.

Although there was no guarantee of any 
change for Aamina, she knew that no matter 
what, there was hope, and hope was all she 
needed. Where there is hope, there was 
always a possibility for more. For a better 
future for Aamina and all the women in her 
life.



Experience Narrative 

ROSES
Highlights, things that 

worked

BUDS
Opportunities, hopes for 

the future 

THORNS
Lessons learned, 

difficulties

- Worked Efficiently 
- Communication
- Online Collaboration
- Distributed work 

evenly
- Creativity

- Partner with “I am my 
own guardian” to 
share our book

- Share this knowledge 
with children and 
educate people about 
the issues women 
face

- Would be easier with 
in-person 
collaboration

- More time to make 
the book longer/ 
better

- Make a physical 
instead of digital 
book

- Learned the 
importance of 
communication


